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Based on extensive research in Sanskrit sources, Mathematics in India chronicles the development of
mathematical techniques and texts in South Asia from antiquity to the early modern period. Kim Plofker
reexamines the few facts about Indian mathematics that have become common knowledge--such as the
Indian origin of Arabic numerals--and she sets them in a larger textual and cultural framework. The book
details aspects of the subject that have been largely passed over in the past, including the relationships
between Indian mathematics and astronomy, and their cross-fertilizations with Islamic scientific traditions.
Plofker shows that Indian mathematics appears not as a disconnected set of discoveries, but as a lively,
diverse, yet strongly unified discipline, intimately linked to other Indian forms of learning.

Far more than in other areas of the history of mathematics, the literature on Indian mathematics reveals huge
discrepancies between what researchers generally agree on and what general readers pick up from popular
ideas. This book explains with candor the chief controversies causing these discrepancies--both the flaws in
many popular claims, and the uncertainties underlying many scholarly conclusions. Supplementing the main
narrative are biographical resources for dozens of Indian mathematicians; a guide to key features of Sanskrit
for the non-Indologist; and illustrations of manuscripts, inscriptions, and artifacts. Mathematics in India
provides a rich and complex understanding of the Indian mathematical tradition.

**Author's note: The concept of "computational positivism" in Indian mathematical science, mentioned on p.
120, is due to Prof. Roddam Narasimha and is explored in more detail in some of his works, including "The
Indian half of Needham's question: some thoughts on axioms, models, algorithms, and computational
positivism" (Interdisciplinary Science Reviews 28, 2003, 1-13).
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Mathematics in India seemed to be making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The reserve Mathematics in India is not only giving you more new information but also
for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship while using book Mathematics in India. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Ed Abraham:

The book Mathematics in India will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal
to you. The book Mathematics in India is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Heather Delph:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your personal free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you
ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the book
untitled Mathematics in India can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Armida Shipman:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Mathematics in India can make you feel more interested to read.
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