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Visual evidence isthe sine qua non of the modern criminal process—from photographs and video to
fingerprints and maps. Sam's New Detectives offers an analytical history of these visual tools as employed
by the Thai police when investigating crime. Covering the period between the late nineteenth century and the
end of the Cold War, the book provides both an extended overview of the development and evolution of
modern police practicesin Thailand, and a window into the role of the Thai police within alarger cultural
system of knowledge production about crime, violence, and history.

Based on a diverse set of primary sources—police reports, detective training manuals, trial records,
newspaper stories, memoairs, archival documents, and hard-to-find crime fiction—the book makes two
related arguments. First, the factuality of the visua evidence used in the criminal justice system stems as
much from formal conventions—proper lighting in a crime scene photo, standardized markings on maps—as
from the reality of what is being represented. Second, some images, once created, function as tools, helping
the police produce truths about the criminal past. This generative power makes images such as crime scene
maps useful as investigative aids but also means that scholars cannot analyze them simply in terms of
mimetic accuracy or interpret them in isolation for deeper meaning. Understanding how modern legal
systems operate requires an examination of the visua culture of the law, particularly the aesthetic rules that
govern the generation and use of documentary evidence.

By examining modern policing in terms of visual culture, Sam's New Detectives makes important
methodological contributions. The book shows how a historical analysis of form can supplement the way
many scholars have traditionally approached visual sources, as symbols requiring a close reading. By
acknowledging the productive nature of images in addition to their symbolic functions, the book makes clear
that policing is fundamentally an interactive, creative endeavor as much as a disciplinary one.
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From reader reviews:
Jerry Day:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that Siam's New Detectives:
Visualizing Crime and Conspiracy in Modern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) to
read.

Bradley Simpson:

The event that you get from Siam's New Detectives: Visualizing Crime and Conspiracy in Modern Thailand
(Southeast Asia: Palitics, Meaning, and Memory) may be the more deep you searching the information that
hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Siam's New Detectives: Visualizing Crime and Conspiracy in Modern Thailand (Southeast
Asia Palitics, Meaning, and Memory) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of Siam's New Detectives: Visualizing Crime and Conspiracy in Modern Thailand
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) instantly.

Patrick Richards:

The reserve with title Siam's New Detectives: Visualizing Crime and Conspiracy in Modern Thailand
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) contains alot of information that you can find out it. You
can get alot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Y ou could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Siam's New Detectives: Visualizing Crime
and Conspiracy in Modern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is simple to bring you
canread it in the recreation area, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not have got much spaceto
bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save
the actual book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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