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The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life Donald A. Crosby
Explores the spiritual obligations of humans to animals from a religious naturalist’s perspective.

Humans share the earth with nonhuman animals who are also capable of conscious experience and
awareness. Arguing that we should develop an I-thou, not an I-it, relationship with other sentient beings,
Donald A. Crosby adds a new perspective to the current debates on human/animal relations and animal
rights—that of religious naturalism. Religion of Nature holds that the natural world is the only world and that
there is no supernatural animus or law behind it. From this vantage point, our fellow thous are entitled to
more than merely moral treatment: protection and enhancement of their continuing well-being deserves to be
a central focus of religious reverence, care, and commitment as well. A set of presumptive natural rights for
nonhuman animals is proposed and conflicts in applying these rights are acknowledged and considered. A
wide range of situations involving humans and nonhuman animals are discussed, including hunting and
fishing; eating and wearing; circuses, rodeos, zoos, and aquariums; scientific experimentation; and the
threats of human technology and population growth.

“There is a significant amount of literature in the fields of animal ethics and environmental ethics. A large
subset of this literature is from a theistic point of view. Crosby’s work is unique in that he comes at these
issues from the perspective of ‘religious naturalism.’ Both words are necessary in that his approach is
nontheistic yet very much concerned with reverence for value in nature, in general, and for value in
nonhuman animals, in particular. It is a significant contribution to the scholarly community.” — Daniel A.
Dombrowksi, author of A Platonic Philosophy of Religion: A Process Perspective

Donald A. Crosby is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Colorado State University. He is the author of
Faith and Reason: Their Roles in Religious and Secular Life; Living with Ambiguity: Religious Naturalism
and the Menace of Evil; A Religion of Nature,/i>; and The Specter of the Absurd: Sources and Criticisms of
Modern Nihilism, all published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Guerra:

The book The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Thou of Nature:
Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ida Resler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Thou of Nature: Religious
Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The
Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life as good book but not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Michelle Mills:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence
for Sentient Life. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Sue Randall:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that
book The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life. You can more desirable



than now.
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