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When poet/critic Lars Gustafsson was the editor of Bonniers Litterära Magasin, he was bombarded with the
question, “What makes a good poem?” Forays into Swedish Poetry is his answer.

The fifteen poems in this volume range across the history of Swedish poetry from the 1640s, at the beginning
of the Period of Great Power, to the late twentieth century. Poets as diverse as Skogekär Bergbo, Erik Johan
Stagnelius, August Strindberg, and Vilhelm Ekelund are discussed from historical, psychological, and
sociopolitical viewpoints. However, Gustafsson includes only those poems he considers excellent.

Each essay begins with a presentation of the poem both in Swedish and in English translation. Gustafsson’s
analyses are built upon his subjective experiences with poems and poets and upon a more objective structural
approach that investigates the actual machinery of the poems. Thus, Gustafsson enlightens us with his always
imaginative, sometimes daring analyses, and we learn a great deal about the critic himself in the process.
One of his main concerns is what he calls, in his discussion of Edith Södergran, the very mysteriousness of
human existence. Time and again, Gustafsson emphasizes the enigmatic, arcane aspects of life in his
analyses. In contrast, his vocabulary and approach also bespeak a constant interest in science and technology.

In his introduction, Robert T. Rovinsky, the volume’s translator, presents examples of Gustafsson’s various
thematic interests as voiced in his poems, several of which are translated here for the first time. While “The
Machines” explores his theory of people as automatons and “Conversation between Philosophers” his
linguistic pessimism, Gustafsson’s work as a whole shows his enchantment with its major theme: the
intrinsic mystery of life.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Forays into Swedish Poetry is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Rita Kirby:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Forays into Swedish Poetry.

Edward Bastian:

The particular book Forays into Swedish Poetry has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Curtis Graham:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Forays into Swedish Poetry can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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