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Working to reconcile the Christian dictum to "love one's neighbor as oneself" with evidence of U.S.
sociopolitical aggression, including slavery, corporal punishment of children, and Indian removal, Elizabeth
Barnes focuses her attention on aggressors--rather than the weak or abused--to suggest ways of
understanding paradoxical relationships between empathy, violence, and religion that took hold so strongly
in nineteenth-century American culture.

Looking at works by Herman Melville, Frederick Douglass, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Louisa May Alcott,
among others, Barnes shows how violence and sensibility work together to produce a more "sensitive"
citizenry. Aggression becomes a site of redemptive possibility because salvation is gained when the powerful
protagonist identifies with the person he harms. Barnes argues that this identification and emotional
transformation come at a high price, however, as the reparative ends are bought with another's blood.

Critics of nineteenth-century literature have tended to think about sentimentality and violence as opposing
strategiesin the work of nation-building and in the formation of U.S. national identity. Y et to understand
how violence gets folded into sentimentality's egalitarian goals isto recognize, importantly, the deep
entrenchment of aggression in the empathetic structures of liberal, Christian culture in the United States.
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From reader reviews:
Vickie Reed:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld could share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them isthisLove's
Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination.

Catherine Scott:

Why? Because this Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | had been
you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Michelle Fulk:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and
Sentimentality in the American Imagination reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination as good book not
only by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its
deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
aready told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Juan Jensen:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American
Imagination can be your answer asit can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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