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This book makes a fundamental contribution to phonology, linguistic typology, and the nature of the human
language faculty. Distinctive features in phonology distinguish one meaningful sound from another. Since
the mid-twentieth century they have been seen as a set characterizing all possible phonological distinctions
and as an integral part of Universal Grammar, the innate language faculty underlying successive versions of
Chomskyan generative theory. The usefulness of distinctive features in phonological analysis is
uncontroversial, but the supposition that features are innate and universal rather than learned and language-
specific has never, until now, been systematically tested. In his pioneering account Jeff Mielke presents the
results of a crosslinguistic survey of natural classes of distinctive features covering almost six hundred of the
world's languages drawn from a variety of different families. He shows that no theory is able to characterize
more than 71 percent of classes, and further that current theories, deployed either singly or collectively, do
not predict the range of classes that occur and recur. He reveals the existence of apparently unnatural classes
in many languages. Even without these findings, he argues, there are reasons to doubt whether distinctive
features are innate: for example, distinctive features used in signed languages are different from those in
spoken languages, even though deafness is generally not hereditary.

The author explains the grouping of sounds into classes and concludes by offering a unified account of what
previously have been considered to be natural and unnatural classes. The data on which the analysis is based
are freely available in a program downloadable from the publisher's web site.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Brown:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Emergence of Distinctive Features
(Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory). All type of book can you see on many options. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Gerald Wright:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Emergence of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory).

Jan Dixon:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is known as of book The Emergence of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studies in
Typology and Linguistic Theory). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.

Rita Beatty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Emergence
of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory).
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