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"Paul’s prose is skillful, almost ornate, and obsessed with the truth of the modern experience of religion. A
Song of Ilan is a remarkable exploration of issues and experiences that are often discounted or outright
ignored in American writing today." — The Public

"A philosophic meditation on the interplay between religion, violence, and personal faith, A Song of Ilan is
about what it means to live in a world after 9/11, and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, as seen through its
protagonist, Ilan's, desire for God. Through Ilan we see how a direct relationship with God (or the hope for
God), divorced from the structure of religious institutions, might take the form of romantic love, and in that
relationship's crisis, take on the perils, obsessions, and violence of that love. A Song of Ilan is necessary
reading, especially against the backdrop of recent conflict in Gaza, for anyone who wishes to understand the
personal, spiritual, and political impact of religious terrorism, and of the violence that seeks to suppress it."

—Mark Levine, New York City Council Member and Chair of the City Council Jewish Caucus

"Jacob Paul's A Song of Ilan is tour de force of structural experiment that leaves not a thread untied and
moves from beginning to end with a mesmerizing if not horrifying fatality. Ilan, once an Israeli soldier, shot
a suicide bomber to death in a cafe; ten years later, alcoholic, spiritually paralyzed, he turns himself into a
suicide bomber, haunting the New York subway system with explosives under his coat, the only truth he
knows, the only way to God. A spectacular book, beautiful in its rhymes, daunting in its ethical
interrogation."

—Douglas Glover, author of Elle and Savage Love

"A Song of Ilan is a dizzying, rhapsodic, and thrilling book that challenges readers to think about how we
live, love, and die. A breathless read that plunges us into a brilliant and tortured mind, A Song of Ilan will
haunt your days and nights, your kitchen, your bedroom, as well as and your commute, making you wonder
who your neighbor, your colleague, your lover really is. Equally elegant and compelling as Paul plumbs rock
climbing and scripture, terror and survival, A Song of Ilan strives heroically toward, in Donald Barthelme’s
words, 'the as-yet unspeakable, the as-yet unspoken.'"

—Matthew Batt, author of Sugarhouse
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

This A Song of Ilan: a novel are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this A Song of Ilan: a novel can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Song of Ilan: a novel giving you an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Geneva Richardson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving A Song of Ilan: a novel that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
can pick A Song of Ilan: a novel become your starter.

Scott Marin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The A Song of Ilan: a novel will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Cindy Mattis:

Beside that A Song of Ilan: a novel in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have A Song of
Ilan: a novel because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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