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With hair slicked back and shirt collar framing her young patrician face, Katherine Hepburn's image in the
1935 film Sylvia Scarlett was seen by many as a lesbian representation. Yet, Amy Villarejo argues, there is
no final ground upon which to explain why that image of Hepburn signifies lesbian or why such a cross-
dressing Hollywood fantasy edges into collective consciousness as a lesbian narrative. Investigating what
allows viewers to perceive an image or narrative as "lesbian," Villarejo presents a theoretical exploration of
lesbian visibility. Focusing on images of lesbians in film, she analyzes what these representations contain
and their limits. She combines Marxist theories of value with poststructuralist insights to argue that lesbian
visibility operates simultaneously as an achievement and a ruse, a possibility for building a new visual
politics and away of rendering static and contained what lesbian might mean.
Integrating cinema studies, queer and feminist theory, and cultural studies, Villarejo illuminates the contexts
within which the lesbian is rendered visible. Toward that end, she analyzes key portrayals of lesbians in
public culture, particularly in documentary film. She considers a range of films—from documentaries about
Cuba and lesbian pulp fiction to Exile Shanghai and The Brandon Teena Story—and, in doing so, brings to
light a nuanced economy of value and desire.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Lesbian Rule: Cultural Criticism and the Value of Desire (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies)?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Edith Ward:

The book Lesbian Rule: Cultural Criticism and the Value of Desire (Next Wave: New Directions in
Women's Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Lesbian Rule: Cultural Criticism and the Value of
Desire (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies)? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Lesbian Rule: Cultural Criticism and the Value of Desire (Next Wave: New Directions in
Women's Studies) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

David Eaton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Lesbian Rule: Cultural Criticism and the Value of Desire (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short
free time problems.

Joel Padilla:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Lesbian Rule: Cultural Criticism and the Value of Desire (Next Wave: New Directions in
Women's Studies) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person
must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this book Lesbian Rule: Cultural Criticism and the Value of Desire (Next Wave: New



Directions in Women's Studies). You can more appealing than now.
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