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Shylock, the Jewish moneylender in The Merchant of Venice who famously demands a pound of flesh as
security for a loan to his antisemitic tormentors, is one of Shakespeare’s most complex and idiosyncratic
characters. With his unsettling eloquence and his varying voices of protest, play, rage, and refusal, Shylock
remains a source of perennial fascination. What explains the strange and enduring force of this character, so
unlike that of any other in Shakespeare’s plays? Kenneth Gross posits that the figure of Shylock is so
powerful because he is the voice of Shakespeare himself.

Marvelously speculative and articulate, Gross’s book argues that Shylock is a breakthrough for Shakespeare
the playwright, an early realization of the Bard’s power to create dramatic voices that speak for hidden,
unconscious, even inhuman impulses—characters larger than the plays that contain them and ready to escape
the author’s control. Shylock is also a mask for Shakespeare’s own need, rage, vulnerability, and generosity,
giving form to Shakespeare’s ambition as an author and his uncertain bond with the audience. Gross’s vision
of Shylock as Shakespeare’s covert double leads to a probing analysis of the character’s peculiar isolation,
ambivalence, opacity, and dark humor. Addressing the broader resonance of Shylock, both historical and
artistic, Gross examines the character’s hold on later readers and writers, including Heinrich Heine and
Philip Roth, suggesting that Shylock mirrors the ambiguous states of Jewishness in modernity. 

A bravura critical performance, Shylock Is Shakespeare will fascinate readers with its range of reference, its
union of rigor and play, and  its conjectural—even fictive—means of coming to terms with the question of
Shylock, ultimately taking readers to the very heart of Shakespeare’s humanizing genius.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Edmond:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Shylock Is Shakespeare will make
you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Elizabeth Talbot:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Shylock Is Shakespeare as your daily resource
information.

Michael Roberts:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shylock Is Shakespeare can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Laura Grier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Shylock Is Shakespeare.
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