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The authenticity of visual art has always commanded the attention of experts, dealers, collectors, and the art-
minded public. Is it "real" or "original" is a way of asking what am I buying? What do I own? What am I
looking at? And today more sophisticated questions are being asked: How is authenticity determined and
what weight does this determination have in court? This book of essays proposes to answer those questions.

Three lines of inquiry are basic to determining authenticity: a connoisseur's evaluation, historical
documentation or provenance, and scientific testing. A connoisseur is an expert who evaluates the
"rightness" of a work based on much careful scrutiny of many works by an artist and familiarity with that
artist's usual manner of working with materials. In determining provenance, a researcher traces the physical
object from the artist through a chain of ownership to the present owner--simple enough in concept, though it
assumes that the documentation is not faked or inaccurate. The goal is to ensure that the object is the same
one that left the artist's hand. Scientific testing, although sometimes useful, is often longer on promise than
result. Dating paint or wood samples, for instance, can show that a painting was made in Rembrandt's
lifetime, but it cannot prove that it is by Rembrandt's hand. If expert opinion is divided, and large sums of
money are involved, a dispute over authenticity may end up in a court of law, where evaluation of expert
opinion evidence can be problematic.

The essays in this book clarify the nature of the methods outlined above and explain, based on case law, the
present status of authentication issues in court. Contributors include experts from Christie's, London;
Sotheby's, New York; and the former director of the Frick Collection; as well as leading art historians and art
dealers; an art conservator; a forensic graphologist; a philanthropist and collector; and a specialist in French
art law. Their collective knowledge on issues of authenticity will be invaluable for anyone interested in the
world of visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Ashton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes
and False Attributions in the Visual Arts seemed to be making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Expert versus the
Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts is not only giving you much more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Expert versus the Object: Judging
Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Robert Hester:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the publication untitled The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual
Arts can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

William Burmeister:

The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts yet doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Mary Fox:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the
Visual Arts can make you experience more interested to read.
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