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" The entire story of furniture is presented as it never has been before. Written with great verve and in a
highly accessible style, The History of Furniture conveys a vast knowledge of history and design with
stunning intellectual clarity. In surveying the development of furniture from antiquity to the present day,
John Morley focuses on the Western traditions, but he includes the outside influences of China and Japan,
India, Egypt, and Africa. His bravura analysis reveals connections between pieces of furniture, such as the
direct line from antiquity to a neoclassical French commode, a Biedermeier dressing table, and a twentieth-
century bois clair cocktail cabinet.

The story is shaped by a conflict between "classical" and "anti-classical," order and fantasy, and includes the
wild extravagances of exotic styles. We see how the simple challenge of making a chair to sit on could
generate a huge variety of forms, depending not only on changing fashion in interiors, as well as motifs,
ornaments, and ideas from the worlds of politics, religion, architecture, and the fine arts. Works by famous
designers-Boulle, Chippendale, Riesener, Makintosh, Eames-appear clearly in the context of the stylish
ideals of their times, and nearly 700 illustrations are closely integrated into the text.

The result is not only an essential reference tool for everyone concerned with collecting, selling, or studying
furniture and the decorative arts but also a tour de force of scholarship that will enthrall anyone with the least
interest in the traditions of Western culture."
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From reader reviews:

Jan Doyle:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The History of Furniture: Twenty-
Five Centuries of Style and Design in the Western Tradition book as beginning and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bill Kelly:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The History of Furniture: Twenty-Five Centuries of Style and
Design in the Western Tradition can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Solomon Steward:

The History of Furniture: Twenty-Five Centuries of Style and Design in the Western Tradition can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The History of Furniture: Twenty-Five Centuries of Style and Design in the Western Tradition yet
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.

Maria Simmons:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The History of Furniture: Twenty-Five Centuries of Style and Design in
the Western Tradition this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to



explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's
why this book suited all of you.
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