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John Cuthbert Ford, SJ (1902-1989) was one of the leading American Catholic moralists of the 20th century.
This is the first full-length analysis of his work and influence, one that not only reveals a traditionally
Catholic method of moral analysis but also illuminates the conflicts behind and development of Catholic
moral teaching during the volatile 1960s.

Ford is best known for his influential contribution to Catholic teachings on three moral issues. His objection
to the Allied practice of obliteration bombing during WWII by drawing a sharp distinction between
combatants and noncombatants is still studied widely today. Ford campaigned for alcohol education for both
clergy and laity and introduced a pastoral approach for assisting and counseling alcoholics. As a member of
the Papal Commission on Population, Family, and Birth Rate during the 1960s, Ford was an unyielding
defender of the traditional Catholic teaching on birth control that still reigns today.

Drawing on the published works and personal papers of Ford, Eric Genilo begins with a brief description of
the theologian's life, career, and influence. The book is divided into two parts. In Part I, Method, Genilo
offers an overview of Ford's moral theology in the "manualist" tradition?a 300-year period during which
Catholic priests used manuals to instruct the faithful on matters of morality and sin. Genilo then examines
Ford's two modes of resolving moral cases and presents Ford's approach to doctrinal development. In Part II,
Moral Objectivity, Genilo shows how Ford confronted the growing situation ethics movement, then moves to
how he understood freedom and subjective culpability, particularly in the case of alcoholism. Later chapters
reveal Ford's theological conflicts with Josef Fuchs, SJ on the issue of birth control, his staunch opposition to
totalitarianism, and his moral analysis of how society should treat marginalized persons threatened by the
abuse of power.

Genilo concludes with an assessment of Ford's legacy to the development and practice of moral theology,
leaving the reader with an in-depth portrait of an extraordinary man who dedicated his life to defending the
Church and protecting the most vulnerable persons in society.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the
Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important the book John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the
Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Gregory Jones:

The book John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions
series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral
Traditions series)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book John Cuthbert Ford, SJ:
Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Allan Kean:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral
Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lillie Granado:

The book untitled John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral
Traditions series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you



can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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