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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Mannheim, course: Neorealism, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This paper deals
with the novel American Psycho by the American author Bret Easton Ellis and his place amongst other
writers of the “blank generation”. The term “blank generation fiction” will be defined by citing those literary
critics who extensively examined this trend, namely Elizabeth Young, Graham Caveney and James
Annesley.
Based on their work it will be shown how violence in blank generation fiction has not to be taken literally
but can adopt symbolic meaning. Furthermore we shall see in an anlysis of American Psycho how this
symbolic meaning develops in this novel in direct relation to the vast consumerism and the hyperreal quality
of life in the 1980s. It will be closely examined how the seemingly unmotivated murderous behaviour of the
novel´s main protagonist can be interpreted as a direct, logical, if exaggerated result of mass culture and the
principles of the free market.
Finally it will be examined how Ellis integrates chapters written in the style of music journalism into his
novel to stress both the fragmentation of the main protagonist´s mind by the media and the perversity of the
consumer who can easily switch from witnessing an act of extreme violence to unworriedly reflecting on
something like music, another mass cultural phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

This book untitled "Myself is fabricated, an aberration": The serial killer as a product of mass culture in Bret
Easton Ellis´ "American Psycho" to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Desiree Schwindt:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this "Myself is
fabricated, an aberration": The serial killer as a product of mass culture in Bret Easton Ellis´ "American
Psycho", you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Tammy Medina:

The e-book with title "Myself is fabricated, an aberration": The serial killer as a product of mass culture in
Bret Easton Ellis´ "American Psycho" includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Sarah Creamer:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book "Myself is fabricated, an aberration": The serial killer as a product of mass culture in Bret Easton
Ellis´ "American Psycho". You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book,
it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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