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At the start of World War I a new and potent threat to Britain's naval supremacy took shape in the form of
the Kaiser's Imperial German submarines, thanks to their recently acquired ability to submerge and stalk
their adversaries. A submarine's crew could not board and capture a merchant ship, however, and at first the
German leadership was reluctant to order their U-boat captains to use gunfire or torpedoes to sink
merchantmen - crewed by civilian seamen - because of the expected hostile reaction of neutral countries such
as the United States. Instead, U-boat captains were ordered to surface, then check the manifest of
merchantmen and allow their crews to take to lifeboats before sinking the cargo vessels, rendering the U-boat
highly vulnerable to attack. This enabled the Royal Navy to counter the submarine threat with vessels whose
outward appearance was that of a merchantman, but which kept hidden an arsenal of weapons that would
spring to life if a U-boat surfaced - the Q-ships.

Q-ships came in all shapes and sizes - coastal steamer, trawler, barque, yacht or schooner - but all had to look
harmless in order to lure opponents to the surface and encourage them to attack. Armaments differed
according to ship size; steamers commonly had 4in guns mounted amidships and in the bow, trawlers 3-pdrs
and sailing ships 12-pdrs. Those who served on Q-ships had to accept that their U-boat opponents would be
able to strike first. Q-ship captains kept ready a 'panic crew', which was trained to act out an elaborate
evacuation to convince the U-boat commander that the ship was being abandoned by its crew. The Q-ship
captain would remain behind with a handful of other crewmen manning the guns, which remained hidden
until the most opportune time to unmask and engage the U-boat.

These deceptions did not go unnoticed, however; German captains learnt to be cautious, and frequently
would engage with their guns at longer range and later in the war with torpedoes. U-boat boatswain's mate
Christof Lassen view of Q-ships as the 'most unpleasant object we could hope to meet' was commonly held.
As the Allies condemned the sinking of merchantmen, the Germans vilified Q-ships as a crude deceit
manned by pirates and contrary to the rules of civilized warfare. Encounters were often fought with
bitterness and little quarter was given.

The Q-ship suited the Royal Navy's preference for offensive action to counter the submarine. The Q-ship
concept had emerged early in the war when no other method seemed likely to counter the U-boat threat, and
flourished until new technologies and tactics were developed, tested and implemented. Q ships instilled
wariness into a previously bold and seemingly invincible enemy. The usefulness of Q-ships waned as they
lost their surprise factor, but they helped mitigate the U-boat menace until more effective and efficient means
of defence were adopted. Featuring specially commissioned full-colour artwork and drawing upon the latest
research, this engaging study brings to life the deadly duel between these two very different vessels at the
height of World War I.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Q Ship vs U-Boat: 1914-18 (Duel). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Q Ship vs U-
Boat: 1914-18 (Duel). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jack Crawford:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book Q Ship vs U-Boat: 1914-18 (Duel) has been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve Q Ship vs U-Boat: 1914-18 (Duel) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Q Ship vs U-Boat: 1914-18 (Duel). You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Paul Blecha:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Q Ship vs U-
Boat: 1914-18 (Duel) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Jill Goulet:

This Q Ship vs U-Boat: 1914-18 (Duel) is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Q Ship vs U-Boat: 1914-18 (Duel)
can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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