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Witty playwright Oscar Wilde is most famous for his 1895 play "The Importance of Being Earnest." The two
protagonists use a false identity, Earnest, as a way to escape from unwanted social obligations. However,
they encounter difficulties keeping up their personas as their social circles draw closer together. Wilde drew
upon what he thought were outrageous social conventions of the Victorian Era and used satire to show the
absurdity of its beliefs, like how marriage was more of a boring burden than a joyous commitment. "The
Importance of Being Earnest" is one of the best known plays of the Victorian Era and has endured many
revivals over the past one-hundred years. It is also a prime example of many Victorian gaffes, though they
have to be viewed through the lens of Wilde's sardonic humor. Gathered in the collection "The Importance of
Being Earnest and Five Other Plays" are "Lady Windermere's Fan," "A Woman of No Importance," and "An
Ideal Husband", all of which speak to Wilde's satirical tone and attitude toward the Victorian Era. Also
included are the fragmentary play, "A Florentine Tragedy" and "Salome," a retelling of the Biblical story
where Salome asks for John the Baptist's head on a platter. Its tone is much darker and tragic than most of
Wilde's other works, but its ability to portray such a gruesome event in a respectful way only proves that
Oscar Wilde is one of the most important writers of the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Maryanna Kuhns:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Importance of Being Earnest and Five
Other Plays is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

James Donovan:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Importance of Being Earnest and
Five Other Plays is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ann Wren:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
is this The Importance of Being Earnest and Five Other Plays.

Margaret Holt:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Importance of Being Earnest and Five
Other Plays was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Importance of Being
Earnest and Five Other Plays has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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