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During the Cold War an unlikely coalition of poets, editors, and politicians converged in an attempt to
discredit--if not destroy--the American modernist avant-garde. Ideologically diverse yet willing to bespeak
their hatred of modern poetry through the rhetoric of anticommunism, these "anticommunist antimodernists,
as Alan Filreis dubs them, joined associations such as the League for Sanity in Poetry to decry the modernist
"conspiracy" against form and language. In Counter-revolution of the Word Filreis narrates the story of this
movement and assesses its effect on American poetry and poetics.

n

Although the antimodernists expressed their disapproval through ideological language, their hatred of
experimental poetry was ultimately not political but aesthetic, Filreis argues. By analyzing correspondence,
decoding pseudonyms, drawing new connections through the archives, and conducting interviews, Filreis
shows that an informal network of antimodernists was effective in suppressing or distorting the postwar
careers of many poets whose work had appeared regularly in the 1930s. Insofar as modernism had consorted
with radicalism in the Red Decade, antimodernists in the 1950s worked to sever those connections,
fantasized aformal and unpolitical pre-Depression High Modern moment, and assiduously sought to de-
radicalize the remnant avant-garde. Filreis's analysis provides new insight into why experimental poetry has
aroused such fear and alarm among American conservatives.
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From reader reviews:
Willie Long:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960. Try to the actual book Counter-revolution of the Word:
The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 as your friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

JamesMiguel:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 will giveyou a
new experience in reading through a book.

Donovan Pena:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative
Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
in which.

Wendy Poston:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on this
period of time, many waysto get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960



can make you sense more interested to read.
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