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Ever wondered what the Msin M&Ms stand for?

If Scotch tape was invented in Scotland?

Why a cereal that contains neither grapes nor nutsis called Grape Nuts?

Who thought Gap was a good name for a clothing store?

From the Adidas we wear to the V olkswagens we drive, the daily lives of Americans are dominated by the
manufacturers trademarks that adorn nearly everything we own. Food, clothes, cars, household furnishings,
even cell phones are all chosen by brand name. Y et many of these trademarks and product names pose
mysteries.

But not when Evan Morris, creator of the award-winning The Word Detective website, is on the case! In
From Altoids to Zima he reveal s the fascinating, often wacky stories behind 125 brand names. Organized by
product categories -- food and drink; clothing; technology, toys, and assorted bright ideas; cars; and drugs
and cosmetics -- the story of each product is told with Morris's trademark wit and humor, compl ete with
sidebars that highlight brand names that have become "genericized" (aspirin); a"What Were They
Thinking?' honor roll of strange and often disastrous product names (Edsel); what happens when good brand
names go bad (Kool-Aid after the Jonestown mass suicide); and debunked urban legends (the combination of
Pop Rocks and soda that was rumored to be lethal).
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From reader reviews:
Cindy Searcy:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity thisislook different you can read
some sort of book. Itisreally funinyour case. If you enjoy the book that you smply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book From Altoids to Zima: The Surprising Stories Behind 125
Famous Brand Namesiit is very good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book has high quality.

M atthew Coleman:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This From Altoids to Zima: The Surprising
Stories Behind 125 Famous Brand Names can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Elizabeth Frizzell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may haveit in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular From Altoidsto Zima: The Surprising Stories
Behind 125 Famous Brand Names can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have
From Altoids to Zima: The Surprising Stories Behind 125 Famous Brand Names.

Alyson Ward:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide From Altoids to Zima: The Surprising Stories Behind 125 Famous Brand
Names was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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