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Perhaps the best way to portray that unique cultural phenomenon called "Southerners" is by telling tales
about how these particular people live. And who could perceive them better, heart and soul, than their
preacher? James O. Chatham, a Presbyterian minister who served several congregations during four decades,
witnessed to a full spectrum of Southern types during his years in the pulpit. He met all kinds, and he strived
to minister to each with a compassionate, pastoral hand.

His book of tales about his experiences with them puts a human face on the southern portrait. In Sundays
Down South: A Pastor's Stories he recounts experiences with people who were both heroic and pathetic, wise
and foolish, visionary and blind. "Two things I have taken from these [stories]," he says. "One is the insight
that the most sturdy and courageous hearts often come in very plain packaging. The other is the importance
of conviction, of having in your soul a motivating cause."

He preached in a variety of southern locales--a paper mill town in the mountains of westernVirginia, two
small communities in southwestern Mississippi, a tobacco town in Piedmont North Carolina, and a city on
the edge of Kentucky's bluegrass region. The people he encountered in his pastorates are flawed but
charming, even admirable in some instances. "It is impossible," he says, "to tell from the outside who the
giants will be. You have to be attentive, to watch and listen carefully, sometimes to dig to uncover the people
you really want to meet."

Religion, race, sex, family ties, economic hardship, health, and education all arise in these tales, and
Chatham never condemns or accuses. Nor does he shy from an honest portrayal of reality and of the
prejudice that persists in the South. With a poignant but plain style, he makes clear his love for his
parishioners and his attempt to infuse their lives with the inspired dignity that has moved him through a
lifetime of preaching and listening.

James O. Chatham has been pastor of Highland Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky, since 1981. He
has published articles in Word and Witness, Today's Teacher, the Winston Salem Journal, and the Louisville
Courier-Journal.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Sundays Down
South: A Pastor's Stories (Folklife in the South Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Karen Keegan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Sundays Down South: A Pastor's Stories (Folklife in the South Series) book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Sundays Down South: A Pastor's Stories (Folklife in the South Series) content conveys objective
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Sundays Down South: A Pastor's Stories (Folklife in the
South Series) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Nick Peoples:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Sundays Down South: A Pastor's Stories (Folklife in the South Series), you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
reserve.

Martin Dowling:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Sundays Down South: A Pastor's Stories (Folklife in the South Series).
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