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Argues that Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics merits a radical reappraisal.

In Unquiet Understanding, Nicholas Davey reappropriates the radical content of Gadamer’s philosophical
hermeneutics to reveal that it offers a powerful critique of Nietzsche’s philosophy of language, nihilism, and
post-structuralist deconstructions of meaning. By critically engaging with the practical and ethical
implications of philosophical hermeneutics, Davey asserts that the importance of philosophical hermeneutics
resides in a formidable double claim that strikes at the heart of both traditional philosophy and
deconstruction. He shows that to seek control over the fluid nature of linguistic meaning with rigid
conceptual regimes or to despair of such fluidity because it frustrates hope for stable meaning is to succumb
to nihilism. Both are indicative of a failure to appreciate that understanding depends upon the vital instability
of the “word.” This innovative book demonstrates that Gadamer’s thought merits a radical reappraisal and
that it is more provocative than commonly supposed.

“…[an] excellent book … Davey’s exposure of the subversive, provocative, and conflictive character of
hermeneutics remains the most innovative aspect of his text.” — Symposium

“In Nick Davey, Gadamer’s legacy finds a powerful advocate, who is similarly ready to distance himself
from his subject, and his writings, in order the better to reconstruct their conceptual possibility, and thereby
to provide the stronger account of what is philosophically distinctive in Gadamer’s reinvention of
hermeneutics … [a] fine book…” — British Journal of Aesthetics

“This is the most enlightening introduction available to Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics. It redefines
transcendence and translation in hermeneutical terms, but it goes substantially beyond this to offer an
introduction to many other topics in philosophical hermeneutics.” — Richard E. Palmer, coeditor of
Dialogue and Deconstruction: The Gadamer-Derrida Encounter

“Elegantly written, this book provides an engaging, original, and challenging reading of Gadamer’s
hermeneutics. Davey offers an insightful clarification of the nature and specific contribution of hermeneutics
as well as a revealing description of the wantonness of understanding.” — Jean Grondin, author of Sources
of Hermeneutics

Nicholas Davey is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Dundee, Scotland.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

The book Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary
Continental Philosophy) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's
Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) for being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Unquiet Understanding:
Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Leticia Nielson:

The reserve with title Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in
Contemporary Continental Philosophy) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sean Mills:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical
Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Piedad Trainor:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY
series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading
the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In



the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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