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In 2002, the University of Alabama's Department of Religious Studies established the annual Aronov
Lecture Series to showcase the works of nationally recognized scholars of religion capable of reflecting on
issues of wide relevance to scholars from across the humanities and social sciences. Writing Religion: The
Case for the Critical Study of Religion is an edited collection of essays that highlights critical contributions
from the first ten Aronov lecturers.

 

Section one of the volume, “Writing Discourses,” features essays by Jonathan Z. Smith, Bruce Lincoln, and
Ann Pellegrini that illustrate how critical study enables the analysis of discourses in society and history.
Section two, “Riting Social Formations,” includes pieces by Arjun Appadurai, Judith Plaskow, and Nathan
Katz that reference both the power of rites to construct society and the act of riting as a form of disciplining
that both prescribes and proscribes. The writings of Tomoko Masuzawa, Amy-Jill Levine, Aaron W. Hughes,
and Martin S. Jaffee appear in section three, “Righting the Discipline.” They emphasize the correction of
movements within the academic study of religion.

 

Steven W. Ramey frames the collection with a thoughtful introduction that explores the genesis,
development, and diversity of critical analysis in the study of religion. An afterword by Russell McCutcheon
reflects on the critical study of religion at the University of Alabama and rounds out this superb collection.

 

The mission of the Department of Religious Studies is to “avoid every tendency toward confusing the study
of religion with the practice of religion.” Instruction about—rather than in—religion is foundational to the
department’s larger goal of producing knowledge of the world and its many practices and systems of beliefs.
Infused with this spirit, these fascinating essays, which read like good conversations with learned friends,
offer significant examples of each scholar’s work. Writing Religion will be of value to graduate students,
advanced undergraduates, and scholars interested in the study of religion from a critical perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion.

David Lussier:

The book Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Writing
Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like start and read a book Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Philip Edwards:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Katie Broadnax:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study
of Religion was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Writing Religion:
The Case for the Critical Study of Religion has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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