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The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been questioned in the course of the
last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have been raised have usually been put to rest in favor of
imagining a blend of the historical, the mythical and the theological in the surviving records of Jesus.

Carrier re-examines the whole question and finds compelling reasons to suspect the more daring assumption
is correct. He lays out extensive research on the evidence for Jesus and the origins of Christianity and poses
the key questions that must now be answered if the historicity of Jesus is to survive as a dominant paradigm.

Carrier contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical Jesus with the most credible theory of
Christian origins if a historical Jesus did not exist. Such a theory would posit that the Jesus figure was
originally conceived of as a celestial being known only through private revelations and hidden messages in
scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history were crafted to communicate the claims of the
gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came to be believed or promoted in the struggle for control of
the Christian churches that survived the tribulations of the first century.

Carrier finds the latter theory more credible than has been previously imagined. He explains why it offers a
better explanation for all the disparate evidence surviving from the first two centuries of the Christian era. He
argues that we need a more careful and robust theory of cultural syncretism between Jewish theology and
politics of the second-temple period and the most popular features of pagan religion and philosophy of the
time.

For anyone intent on defending a historical Jesus, this is the book to challenge.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled On the Historicity of Jesus:
Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have other opinion?

Timmy Gallegos:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have
Reason for Doubt was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have
Reason for Doubt is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book On the
Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt. You never experience lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Ella Nebel:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt provide you with a
new experience in studying a book.

Arlene Farrar:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We
Might Have Reason for Doubt which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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