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La Fontaine's verse fables turned the traditional folktales derived from Aesop and a range of Oriental sources
into some of the greatest, and best-loved, poetic work in French. His versions of stories such as 'The Hare
and the Tortoise' and 'The Wolf and the Lamb' are witty and sophisticated, satirizing human nature in
miniature dramas in which the outcome is always unpredictable. The behaviour of both animals and humans
is usually centred on deception and
cooperation (or the lack of it), as they cheat and fight each other, arguing about life and death, property and
food, in an astonishing variety of narrative styles. The fables have long been popular with all ages, though
their ironic take on contemporary society in French aristocratic circles is best
appreciated by adults.

This new translation by Christopher Betts matches the original in inventiveness and subtlety. It includes half
of the fables first published in twelve books between 1668 and 1693, across the full range of subjects and
themes. The fables are illustrated with a selection of Gustave Doré's majestic engravings, and an introduction
offers insights into La Fontaine's life and literary artistry.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Selected Fables book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Dorothy Roper:

The publication with title Selected Fables has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Carolina Jones:

Beside this specific Selected Fables in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Selected Fables because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and also read it from today!

Leonard Palmer:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Selected Fables was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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