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This book offers a compelling and comprehensive account of what happened to the KGB when the Soviet
Union collapsed and the world's most powerful and dangerous secret police organization was uncloaked. As
Amy Knight shows, the KGB was renamed and reorganized several times after it was officially disbanded in
December 1991--but it was not reformed. Knight's rich and lively narrative begins with the aborted August
1991 coup, led by KGB hard-liners, and takes us through the summer of 1995, when the Russian
parliamentary elections were looming on the horizon. The failed coup attempt was a setback for the KGB
because it led to demands from Russian democrats for a complete overhaul of the security services. As a
result, the KGB's leaders were fired, its staff reduced, and its functions dispersed among several agencies.
Even the elite foreign intelligence service was subjected to budget cuts. But President Yeltsin was reluctant
to press on with reforms of the security services, because he needed their support in his struggle against
mounting political opposition. Indeed, by the spring of 1995, the security services had regained much of
what they had lost in the wake of the August coup. Some observers were even saying that they had acquired
more power and influence than the old KGB.

This story told by one of the foremost experts on the Soviet/Russian security services and enriched by face-
to-face interviews with security professionals in Moscow, is crucial to understanding Russian politics in
transition. It will fascinate scholars, policymakers, and general readers interested in the fate of the KGB.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Spies without Cloaks: The
KGB's Successors book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Inge Reader:

The guide untitled Spies without Cloaks: The KGB's Successors is the book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Spies without Cloaks: The KGB's Successors from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Christopher Gaul:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Spies without Cloaks: The KGB's Successors will give you new experience in reading through
a book.

Mary Wines:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Spies without Cloaks: The KGB's Successors can be
the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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