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What role did poetry, music, song, and dance play in the social and political life of the ancient Greek city?
How did philosophy respond to, position itself against, and articulate its own ambitions in relation to the
poetic tradition? How did ancient philosophers theorize and envision alternatives to fourth-century Athenian
democracy? The City and the Stage poses such questionsin a study of the Laws, Platos last, longest, and
unfinished philosophical dialogue. Reading the Lawsin itsliterary, historical, and philosophical contexts,
this book offers a new interpretation of Platos final dialogue with the Greek poetic tradition and an
exploration of the dialectic between philosophy and mimetic art. Although Plato is often thought hostile to
poetry and famously banishes mimetic art from the ideal city of the Republic, The City and the Stage shows
that in hisfinal work Plato made a striking about-face, proposing to rehabilitate Athenian performance
culture and envisaging acity, Magnesia, in which poetry, music, song, and dance are instrumental in the
cultivation of philosophical virtues. Platos views of the performative properties of music, dance, and poetic
language, and the psychological underpinnings of aesthetic experience receive systematic treatment in this
book for the first time. The social role of literary criticism, the power of genresto influence a society and
lead to specific kinds of constitutions, performance as a mechanism of gender construction, and the position
of women in ancient Greek performance culture are central themes throughout this study. A wide-ranging
examination of ancient Greek philosophy and fourth-century intellectual culture, The City and the Stage will
be of significance to anyone interested in ancient Greek literature, performance, and Platonic philosophy in
its historical contexts.
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Rogers:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The City and the Stage: Performance,
Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Keith Cochran:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The City and the Stage:
Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
wish to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Paula Royce:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The City and the Stage: Performance,
Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Joan Davis:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The City and the Stage: Performance, Genre, and Gender in Platos Laws. Y ou'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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