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In the face of ongoing religious conflicts and unending culture wars, what are we to make of liberalism's
promise that it alone can arbitrate between church and state? In this wide-ranging study, John Perry examines
the roots of our thinking on religion and politics, placing the early-modern founders of liberalism in
conversation with today's theologians and political philosophers.

From the story of Antigone to debates about homosexuality and bans on religious attire, it is clear that
liberalism's promise to solve all theo-political conflict is a false hope. The philosophy connecting John Locke
to John Rawls seeks a world free of tragic dilemmas, where there can be no Antigones. Perry rejects this as
an illusion. Disputes like the culture wars cannot be adequately comprehended as border encroachments
presided over by an impartial judge. Instead, theo-political conflict must be considered a contest of loyalties
within each citizen and believer. Drawing on critics of Rawls ranging from Michael Sandel to Stanley
Hauerwas, Perry identifies what he calls a 'turn to loyalty' by those who recognize the inadequacy of our
usual thinking on the public place of religion. The Pretenses of Loyalty offers groundbreaking analysis of the
overlooked early work of Locke, where liberalism's founder himself opposed toleration.

Perry discovers that Locke made a turn to loyalty analogous to that of today's communitarian critics. Liberal
toleration is thus more sophisticated, more theologically subtle, and ultimately more problematic than has
been supposed. It demands not only governmental neutrality (as Rawls believed) but also a reworked
political theology. Yet this must remain under suspicion for Christians because it places religion in the
service of the state. Perry concludes by suggesting where we might turn next, looking beyond our usual
boundaries to possibilities obscured by the liberalism we have inherited.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and American
Political Theology. Try to the actual book The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and American
Political Theology as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Carol Smith:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke,
Liberal Theory, and American Political Theology that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke,
Liberal Theory, and American Political Theology become your own starter.

Anthony Jarrard:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal
Theory, and American Political Theology guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and American Political Theology as good book not just by
the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Larhonda Kennedy:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal
Theory, and American Political Theology can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your



friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Pretenses of Loyalty: Locke, Liberal Theory, and American Political
Theology.
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