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Today Iran is once again in the headlines. Reputed to be developing nuclear weapons, the future of Iraq's
next-door neighbor is a matter of grave concern both for the stability of the region and for the safety of the
global community. President George W. Bush labeled it part of the "Axis of Evil," and rails against the
country's authoritarian leadership. Yet as Bush trumpets the spread of democracy throughout the Middle
East, few note that Iran has one of the longest-running experiences with democracy in the region.

In this book, Ali Gheissari and Vali Nasr look at the political history of Iran in the modern era, and offer an
in-depth analysis of the prospects for democracy to flourish there. After having produced the only successful
Islamist challenge to the state, a revolution, and an Islamic Republic, Iran is now poised to produce a genuine
and indigenous democratic movement in the Muslim world. Democracy in Iran is neither a sudden
development nor a western import, Gheissari and Nasr argue. The concept of democracy in Iran today may
appear to be a reaction to authoritarianism, but it is an old idea with a complex history, one that is tightly
interwoven with the main forces that have shaped Iranian society and politics, institutions, identities, and
interests. Indeed, the demand for democracy first surfaced in Iran a century ago at the end of the Qajar
period, and helped produce Iran's surprisingly liberal first constitution in 1906. Gheissari and Nasr seek to
understand why democracy failed to grow roots and lost ground to an autocratic Iranian state. Why was
democracy absent from the ideological debates of the 1960s and 1970s? Most important, why has it now
become a powerful social, political, and intellectual force? How have modernization, social change,
economic growth, and the experience of the revolution converged to make this possible?
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jimenez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty.

Norman Ross:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a publication. The book Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Democracy in Iran:
History and the Quest for Liberty but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Beverly Woods:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,



many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty can
make you feel more interested to read.
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