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Samuel Pufendorf's seminal work, The Whole Duty
of Man, According to the Law of Nature (first
published in Latin in 1673), was among the first to
suggest a purely conventional basis for natural law.
Rejecting scholasticism’s metaphysical theories,
Pufendorf found the source of natural law in humanity’s
need to cultivate sociability. At the same time, he
distanced himself from Hobbes’s deduction of such needs
from self-interest. The result was a sophisticated theory of
the conventional character of man’s social persona and
of all political institutions.

Pufendorf wrote this work to make his insights
accessible to a wide range of readers, especially
university students. As ministers, teachers, and public
servants, they would have to struggle with issues of
sovereignty and of the relationship between church and
state that dominated the new state system of Europe in
the aftermath of the Peace of Westphalia (1648).

The Whole Duty was first translated into English in
1691. The fourth edition was significantly revised—by
anonymous editors—to include a great deal of the very
important editorial material from Jean Barbeyrac’s
French editions. This was reproduced in the fifth edition
from 1735 that is republished here. The English translation
provides a fascinating insight into the transplantation
of Pufendorf’s political theory from a German absolutist
milieu to an English parliamentarian one.

Samuel Pufendorf (1632–1694) was one of the most important figures in early-modern political thought. An
exact contemporary of Locke and Spinoza, he transformed the natural law theories of Grotius
and Hobbes, developed striking ideas of toleration and of the relationship between church and
state, and wrote extensive political histories and analyses of the constitution of the German empire.



Jean Barbeyrac (1674–1744) was
a Huguenot refugee who taught
natural law successively in Berlin,
Lausanne, and Amsterdam, and edited
and translated into French the major
natural law works of Grotius,
Pufendorf, and Cumberland.

Andrew Tooke (1673–1732) was headmaster of Chaterhouse School and professor of geometry at Gresham
College, London.

Ian Hunter is Australian Professorial Fellow in the Centre for the History of European Discourses,
University of Queensland.

David Saunders is Professor
Emeritus in the Faculty of Arts at
Griffith University.

Knud Haakonssen is Professor of
Intellectual History at the University of
Sussex, England.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Thornton:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of
Nature (Natural Law Paper) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide The Whole Duty of Man, According to the
Law of Nature (Natural Law Paper) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship with the book The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature (Natural
Law Paper). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Travis Freeman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
just read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Whole Duty of Man, According to
the Law of Nature (Natural Law Paper) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Lila Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature
(Natural Law Paper) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have point that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Whole Duty of
Man, According to the Law of Nature (Natural Law Paper).

Joyce Martinez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature (Natural Law
Paper) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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