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The first book-length study on the subject in any language, Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time
treats Tolstoy's experience as a massive philosophical and religious project rather than a crisis-laden tragedy.
Inessa Medzhibovskaya explains the evolution of Tolstoy's religious outlook based on his ongoing dialogue
with the tradition of conversion in Europe and Russia, as well as on the demands of his own heart, mind, and
spirit. The author contextualizes Tolstoy's conversion, comparing his pattern of religious conversion with
that of other notable religious converts-Saint Paul, Saint Augustine, Luther, Pascal, Rousseau-as well with
that of Tolstoy's countrymen-Pushkin, Gogol, Chaadaev, Stankevich, Belinsky, Herzen, and Dostoevsky.
Stressing the importance of the religious culture of his time for Tolstoy, this study investigates the nineteenth
century debates that inspired and repelled Tolstoy as he weighed arguments for or against faith in his
dialogues with the culture of his time, covering widely differing fields and disciplines of experimental
knowledge. The author considers German Romantic philosophy, the natural sciences, pragmatist religious
solutions, theories of social progress and evolution, and the historical school of Christianity.
Medzhibovskaya stresses the fact that influential intellectual currents were as important to Tolstoy as
believers and nonbelievers were from and beyond his immediate environment.
The author argues that, in this sense, Tolstoy's conversion emerges as deeply intertextual, and this surprising
discovery should not diminish our trust in Tolstoy's sincerity during his religious evolution, which occurred
both spontaneously as well as deliberately. The polyphony of discreet spiritual moments that Tolstoy created
by fusing in his narratives of conversion religious and artistic realms is arguably his greatest contribution to
spiritual autobiography.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Dixon:

The reserve untitled Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion,
1845-1885 is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Tolstoy and the
Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885 from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.

Bessie Barrett:

The e-book with title Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion,
1845-1885 posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Mary Young:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is definitely Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long
Conversion, 1845-1885.

Audrey Spence:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion,
1845-1885 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
problems.
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