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They may shave their heads, don simple robes, and renounce materialism and worldly desires. But the
women seeking enlightenment in a Buddhist nunnery high in the folds of Himalayan Kashmir invariably find
themselves subject to the tyrannies of subsistence, subordination, and sexuality. Ultimately, Buddhist
monasticism reflects the very world it is supposed to renounce. Butter and barley prove to be as critical to
monastic life as merit and meditation. Kim Gutschow lived for more than three years among these women,
collecting their stories, observing their ways, studying their lives. Her book offers the first ethnography of
Tibetan Buddhist society from the perspective of its nuns.

Gutschow depicts a gender hierarchy where nuns serve and monks direct, where monks bless the fields and
kitchens while nuns toil in them. Monasteries may retain historical endowments and significant political and
social power, yet global flows of capitalism, tourism, and feminism have begun to erode the balance of
power between monks and nuns. Despite the obstacles of being considered impure and inferior, nuns engage
in everyday forms of resistance to pursue their ascetic and personal goals.

A richly textured picture of the little known culture of a Buddhist nunnery, the book offers moving narratives
of nuns struggling with the Buddhist discipline of detachment. Its analysis of the way in which gender and
sexuality construct ritual and social power provides valuable insight into the relationship between women
and religion in South Asiatoday.
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From reader reviews:
Marlene Wiedman:

The book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like abook BEING A BUDDHIST NUN?
Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. Itis
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you could share al of these. Book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by
open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Emma Anderson:

ThisBEING A BUDDHIST NUN usualy are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this BEING A BUDDHIST NUN can be on the list of great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this BEING A BUDDHIST NUN forcing
you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

Duane Sills;

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This BEING A BUDDHIST NUN can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this
fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Anthony Koch:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
rea their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, thisBEING A BUDDHIST NUN can make you feel more interested to read.
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