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Taking up the challenge of redefining modernity from a Caribbean perspective instead of assuming that the
North Atlantic view of modernity is universal, Maria Cristina Fumagalli shows how the Caribbean's
contributions to the modern world not only provide a more accurate account of the past but also have the
potential to change the way in which we imagine the future. Fumagalli uses the myth of Medusa's gaze
turning people into stone to describe the way North Atlantic modernity freezes its "others" into a state of
perpetual backwardness that produces an ethnocentric narrative based on homogenization, vilification, and
disempowerment that actively ignores what fails to conform to the story it wants to tell about itself. In
analyzing narratives of modernity that originate in the Caribbean, the author explores the region's refusal to
succumb to Medusa's spell and highlights its strategies to outstare the Gorgon.

Reflecting a diversity of texts, genres, and media, the chapters focus on sixteenth-century engravings and
paintings from the Netherlands and Italy, a scientific romance produced at the turn of the twentieth century
by the king of the Caribbean island Redonda, contemporary collections of poetry from the anglophone
Caribbean, a historical novel by the Guadeloupean writer Maryse Condé, a Latin epic, a Homeric hymn,
ancient Egyptian rites, fairy tales, romances from England and Jamaica, a long narrative poem by the Nobel
Prize winner Derek Walcott, and paintings by artists from Europe and the Americas spanning the
seventeenth century to the present. Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity offers an original and creative
contribution to what it means to be modern.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze
(New World Studies). Try to make the book Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's
Gaze (New World Studies) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Lydia Rogers:

Here thing why this Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies)
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content
of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning
Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning
Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning
Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies) in e-book can be your alternate.

Kristen Hancock:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Caribbean Perspectives on
Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

June Slater:

This book untitled Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies) to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,



because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this reserve from your list.
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