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"Frederik L. Schodt has at long last unveiled the fascinating story of 'Professor Risley.' Circus scholars,
history buffs, and anyone with an ounce of curiosity should be grateful to him."—Dominique Jando,
Circopedia.org

"Professor" Risley (Richard Risley Carlisle) introduced the Western circus to Japan in 1864. Three years
later, this former acrobat gave many in the West their first glimpse of Japan when he took his "Imperial
Japanese Troupe" of acrobats and jugglers on a triumphant tour of North America and Europe. Over the next
few years, the Troupe performed before presidents, monarchs, and ordinary citizens. Frederik L. Schodt
argues compellingly that such early popular entertainments helped stir a curiosity about all things Japanese
that eventually led to japonisme, The Mikado, and, in our time, the boom in manga and anime.

Schodt's depiction of Risley and his troupe is enlivened by portraits of the circus demimonde and supported
by nineteenth-century photographs, posters, and drawings, many in color. His accounts of these first
meetings between Westerners and Japanese shed new light on how different cultures meet, mingle, and
influence each other. Descriptions of crowds, dazzling routines, and superstar troupe performers like the
famous Little All Right are a delightful revelation to anyone interested in Asia, the circus, and popular
entertainment.

Frederik L. Schodt has authored numerous books about Japan, including Manga! Manga! and Native
American in the Land of the Shogun. In 2009 for his work he was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold
Rays with Rosette.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Flowers:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Professor Risley and the Imperial Japanese Troupe:
How an American Acrobat Introduced Circus to Japan--and Japan to the West as the daily resource
information.

Kenneth Vargas:

The reserve with title Professor Risley and the Imperial Japanese Troupe: How an American Acrobat
Introduced Circus to Japan--and Japan to the West has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Janet Thaxton:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Professor Risley and the Imperial Japanese Troupe: How an American Acrobat Introduced Circus to Japan--
and Japan to the West will give you new experience in studying a book.

Charles Aranda:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Professor Risley and the
Imperial Japanese Troupe: How an American Acrobat Introduced Circus to Japan--and Japan to the West is
simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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