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Human progress and prosperity depend on a peaceful environment, and most people have always sought to
live in peace, yet our perception of the past is dominated too often by a narrative that is obsessed with war. In
this ground breaking study, former Guardian journalist John Gittings demolishes the myth that peace is dull
and that war is in our genes, and opens an alternative window on history to show the strength of the case for
peace which has been argued from
ancient times onwards.

Beginning with a new analysis of the treatment of peace in Homer's Iliad, he explores the powerful
arguments against war made by classical Chinese and Greek thinkers, and by the early Christians. Gittings
urges us to pay more attention to Erasmus on the Art of Peace, and less to Machiavelli on the Art of War.
The significant shift in Shakespeare's later plays towards a more peace-oriented view is also explored.

Gittings traces the growth of the international movement for peace from the Enlightenment to the present
day, and assesses the inspirational role of Tolstoy and Gandhi in advocating non-violence. Bringing the story
into the twentieth century, he shows how the League of Nations in spite of its "failure" led to high hopes for
a stronger United Nations, but that real chances for peace were missed in the early years of the cold war.

And today, as we approach the centenary of the First World War, Gittings argues that, instead of being
obsessed by a new war on terror, we should be focusing our energies on seeking peaceful solutions to the
challenges of nuclear proliferation, conflict and extremism, poverty and inequality, and climate change.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

This The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq are usually reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq can be
one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you actually with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people.
Beside that this The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jonathan Garcia:

The e-book with title The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq contains a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Celeste Silver:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Glorious Art of
Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq become your
starter.

Delbert Storey:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq as
well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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